RUSSIA AND THE WEST TN IRAN

The Theses on the colonial question were thus one of the major
achievements of the Congress. To enforce them in practice the
Statutes of the Communist International were amended. In particu-
lar, a new paragraph (No. 19) was added which proclaimed: "The
Executive Committee of the Communist International and its Presid-
ium have the right to form a permanent bureau (West European,
South American, Eastern and other bureaux of the E.C.C.T.) for the
establishment of closer connection with the individual sections of the
C.I. and of better guidance of their work."

Paragraph so said: "The Sections are obliged to carry out the
instructions of the permanent bureaux. Against the decisions of the
bureaux an appeal can be lodged with the E.C.C.I. or the Presidium
of the E.C.C.I. The Sections are nevertheless bound to carry out their
instructions."

To this paragraph 21 was added: "Apart from this, the E.C.C.I.
and its Presidium have the right to send instructors to the individual
Sections of the C.I. The rights and duties of the instructors are deter-
mined by the E.C.C.I., to which the instructors arc responsible for
their work."

These paragraphs took care of the organization: the principle of
"centralism" was officially confirmed; the Sections, which means Com-
munist parties, had to obey orders; and the instructors had to be the
eye and ear of headquarters. Specialization was approved by the
creation of an Eastern Bureau.

APPLICATION OF THE THESES TO IRAN

The blueprint being ready, one had to follow its lines. Agabekov,
who had worked hand in hand with the Comintern representatives,
testifies that in 1928 their work was intensified in the Middle East.

What were the effects of the Congress on Iran?

That there was an increase in Communist work and agitation is
certain. The main problem, however, was what would be the attitude
of the Comintern toward Reza Shah. Would his regime be regarded,
as before, as something worth while supporting because of its pre-
dominantly anti-imperialist character, or should it be condemned
because of its open persecution of Communists? Fortunately this was
still the era of frank diplomacy of the Soviet Union, and responsible